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from Wisconsin (Mr. SENSENBRENNER),
and I ask unanimous consent that he
be permitted to control that time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California?

There was no objection.
Mr. THOMAS. Mr. Speaker, I yield

myself such time as I may consume.
Mr. Speaker, I find it rather inter-

esting that during the debate on H.R. 7,
that there were statements made about
the tax portion of the bill, especially in
terms of title I, almost rising to the
level of derision on the amount of
money that was provided to individuals
who did not itemize their tax deduc-
tions. One gentleman called it non-
sense in terms of what, on a bipartisan
basis, we are doing in changing the Tax
Code.

I do not know about you, but I have
had some enjoyment watching, over
these recent evenings, the programs on
dinosaurs, ‘‘When Dinosaurs Roamed
America,’’ on the Discovery Channel.
Frankly, some of the facts that have
been mentioned on the program are
staggering. For example, in referring
to the sauropods which were the larg-
est dinosaurs to roam America and
they were herbivores, to give some un-
derstanding, I guess, of the size of
these beasts, it was indicated that, on
a daily average, they left about 2,000
pounds of fecal material.

I just pondered that fact, because in
listening to my Democratic colleagues
stand up and deride the tax portion of
H.R. 7, I am fascinated to find that in
their offering of their substitute, when
they had a clean sheet of paper and, of
course, if they deride the amount of
money provided to nonitemizers, they
certainly could have picked any num-
ber they thought was appropriate. If
they thought those provisions to cor-
porations were inadequate, they cer-
tainly could have picked any structure
they wanted, and they are saying they
are going to pay for their proposal,
and, therefore, they had any amount of
money that they chose to pay for any
program they thought was appropriate
for charitable giving.

Do you know what that clean, white
sheet of paper turned into? It turned
into word for word, sentence for sen-
tence, paragraph for paragraph the
charitable giving portion of H.R. 7.
Yes, my friends. The substitute’s tax
portion is absolutely identical, not-
withstanding all of their criticism of
the majority’s bill.

And so when I think back at that
2,000 pounds, I just wonder what
Democratosaurus can produce. We have
seen the first major installment.

For them to stand up and ridicule the
charitable tax provisions in the bill
and then turn right around and word
for word incorporate them in the sub-
stitute certainly is a really big pile.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. MCDERMOTT. Mr. Speaker, I
yield myself a couple of minutes here.

The distinguished chairman of the
Committee on Ways and Means cer-

tainly is an erudite speaker and I ap-
preciate his great erudition on these
matters.
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However, the gentleman knows that

since he runs the House, he sets the
rules. You would not let us have a
clean amendment. You said, you have
to do a substitute; and you have got to
make it germane. You made it so tight,
we did not have any way to do it but to
use your stupid vehicle.

But we wanted to pay for it. If we
could have added an amendment and
simply paid for it, we would have done
it, because we would have proven the
hypocrisy of what has gone on on the
other side.

You are offering this amendment,
and you have broken the budget; and
you are into Social Security, and you
will not pay for this.

That is what the people need to un-
derstand. We are willing to pay for
what we do. It will turn out in this
vote that you are not. You are simply
doing a PR exercise.

Everybody on the other side already
has their press release ready: ‘‘Today
we gave a charitable choice to every
American. They can participate.’’ It is
an empty sack.

Mr. Speaker, I yield 11⁄4 minutes to
the gentleman from Indiana (Mr. ROE-
MER).

(Mr. ROEMER asked and was given
permission to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. ROEMER. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentleman for yielding me time.

Mr. Speaker, as a person that strong-
ly believes that our religious and faith-
based organizations have an important
and vital role in potentially helping us
solve problems, particularly for the
poor, I rise in opposition to the under-
lying bill.

Thomas Jefferson wrote: ‘‘Politics,
like religion, hold up the torches of
martyrdom to the reformers of error.’’

The reformers of error in this in-
stance are the authors of this bill, and
they are so for two reasons: we have a
very important separation, a wall, a
separation of church and State in this
country; and, instead of breaking it
down, they are tunneling under it.

On page 45 of their bill, instead of
having money go directly to these in-
stitutions, we can use vouchers or cer-
tificates or other forms of reimburse-
ment. We have rejected vouchers to our
public schools; we should reject vouch-
ers to our houses of private worship.

Finally, Mr. Speaker, on the tax cut:
I voted for a tax cut, a $1.3 trillion tax
cut. This one is $13.3 billion. We just
had $40 billion evaporate from the sur-
plus in one month. We should not vote
for more tax cuts in this body until we
know what that surplus is going to be
like.

So on constitutional grounds and fis-
cally responsible grounds, we should
reject this underlying bill and support
the substitute.

Mr. THOMAS. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, let us revisit the com-
ments made by the gentleman from
Washington, that he was required to
utilize exactly the same tax provisions.

Now, that is simply factually false.
He could have changed the dollar
amount to 50, 100, 250, 1,000. For him to
wring his hands and say he was re-
quired to follow exactly to the word
the majority’s tax provisions is to sim-
ply say that the Demosaurus pile grows
and grows.

Mr. Speaker, it is my privilege to
yield 1 minute to the gentlewoman
from Pennsylvania (Ms. HART).

Ms. HART. Mr. Speaker, I rise in op-
position to the substitute and in sup-
port of the bill as it stands. The Com-
munity Solutions Act is just that. The
Community Solutions Act is designed
to aid organizations that aid commu-
nities.

This is not a jobs bill. I repeat, this
is not a jobs bill. This is designed to
give more resources to the organiza-
tions who know their communities, the
organizations who are driven by faith
and charity to help people in commu-
nities who need help. It is not designed
to create a bunch of new jobs. In fact,
hopefully, the only people who will
take any jobs that may be created by
this bill are those who are motivated
by charity. These jobs will not pay lots
of money.

The goal here is to help people. The
goal here is to allow those who have
been helping people for years to get a
few more resources from the Govern-
ment to do an even better job than
they do now.

Mr. MCDERMOTT. Mr. Speaker, I
yield 2 minutes to the gentleman from
Maryland (Mr. HOYER).

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentleman for yielding me time.

Mr. Speaker, America is the greatest
country on the face of the Earth, and
in part it is because of the inspiration
that our Founding Fathers had in the
drafting of the Constitution and the
promulgation of the first 10 amend-
ments: ‘‘We hold these truths to be
self-evident.’’

The gentlewoman says this is not a
jobs bill, and she is correct. This is a
bill about doing what our faiths tell us
to do: lifting people up, reaching out to
them, helping them. My party believes
in that. I think the other party does as
well.

I was a Jaycee. The Jaycee creed
starts with these lines, that faith in
God gives meaning and purpose to life.

I am a Baptist. There are many
faiths represented in this body. I am
also from Maryland. In April of 1649,
Maryland passed an act on religion,
now known as the Act on Toleration. It
was one of the first statutes in these
colonies that said we were going to
make sure that the State did not in-
fringe upon religion. Why? Because the
Calvert family was Catholic, and the
majority of the colony was Protestant,
and they wanted to make sure that the
Government did not infringe upon the
right to practice their religion, which
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